The History of the Ananda Ashrama – February 18th, 7 PM
How many of us have seen the gates opening onto a tree-lined drive at the very top of Pennsylvania Ave., and wondered what sort of place it was? For decades now kids have dared each other to enter the grounds, and adults have used the shady driveway for evening walks. But what is the story behind this “Eden” amongst the tract homes above Foothill Blvd.?

In 1923, Swami Paramananda founded the Ananda Ashrama, a religious retreat built in the foothills of the Crescenta Valley. He had come from India in 1906 to promote the teachings of the Vendanta Society, an eclectic religion that uses meditation and yoga to gain enlightenment. Their church, the Temple of the Universal Spirit was dedicated in 1928. The Ananda Ashrama has been a source of inspiration and mystery to the residents of La Crescenta for 85 years. The leader of the church, Dr. Susan Schrader, a long-time resident of CV herself will give us an overview of the history of this beautiful piece of old La Crescenta. Dr. Schrader will be showing photos from the very beginnings of the Ashrama, up to the present, and will answer all the questions you may have about the Ananda Ashrama.
